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    Unique handmade pieces crafted from reclaimed materials. 
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SOCIAL ENTERPRISE HISTORY  

Avanguardia was born in Verona as an association in 2012, founded by 

architect Giuseppe Padovani, a freelance professional, and his daughter 

Francesca, an art historian. It was created to complement the educational 

system of the non-profit social cooperative Il Maggiociondolo, of which 

Padovani had become president and sole administrator since 2011. The 

cooperative provided job opportunities for individuals serving alternative 

sentences, people with dependencies, and migrants. 

 

 

 

The activity involved recovering broken pallets, refurbishing them, and 

reselling them. When a pallet has more than three broken slats, it's not cost-

effective to repair it and it's discarded. The youths deliberately broke them 

to avoid repair, filling the container. So, we eliminated the container and 

waste disposal costs by completely disassembling the pallets to be discarded. 

Some of the materials were used to create customized pallets, and the rest 

were used for furniture. 



   

3 

With the association, events were organized to promote the artifacts, and 

unemployed young creatives were involved. They first underwent a manual 

training program within the cooperative, then moved on to design, bringing 

their ideas to life. This is where the figure of the "intellectual craftsman" 

emerged. Young creatives and detainees influenced each other.  

In 2018, the cooperative and the association merged into a single company: 

Avanguardia.  

We started making furnishings for entire premises, apartments, exhibition 

stands, and packaging made from scraps of scraps. 
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